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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 24-30, 33, 35-37, 41-45, 48-54, 56-63 and 65-74 are currently 
pending and claims 1-23, 31, 32, 34, 38-40, 46, 47, 55 and 64 have been 
canceled. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. 
Applicant's submission filed on 9 February 2009 has been entered. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12 March 2009 is 
in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information 
disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 24, 41 , 48 and 56 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 
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Claim 24 recites the limitation "the physical location" in line 1 1 . Claims 41 , 
48 and 56 state the same limitation. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claims. 

5. Appropriate correction is required. 

35 USC §101 - Clarifications 

6. It is noted that the claimed computer readable memory medium is 
considered to be represented by the disclosed computer (see Remarks, page 9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

8. Claims 24, 25, 27, 28, 33, 35, 41-43, 45, 48-52, 56, 57, 61 and 65-72 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US PGPub 
2005/0125714 to Freeman et al (hereafter Freeman) in view of US Patent No 
5,813,009 to Johnson et al (hereafter Johnson). 

Referring to claim 24, Freeman discloses a method, comprising: 
receiving a succession of electronic documents into a document 
management system, wherein each of the succession of electronic documents is 
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received at a corresponding point in time [every document created is stored in a 
main stream] (see [0032] and [0033]); and 

for each of at least a subset of the received electronic documents: 

generating a unique time-based identifier [time identification] 
corresponding to the point in time at which the electronic document was 
received (see [0036]); and 

storing the electronic document in a storage system at a storage 
location corresponding to the unique time-based identifier for the 
electronic document (see [0049]) 

wherein the electronic document is retrievable from the storage system 
using its unique time-based identifier (see [0037] and [0058]). 

While Freeman discloses that a record contains a plurality of attributes 
[documents may have associated attributes] (see [0108]), Freeman fails to 
explicitly disclose the further limitation of storing a record associated with the 
electronic document in the storage system wherein the record contains 
information indicating the physical location of an original physical document 
corresponding to the electronic document. Johnson discloses the management 
of electronic documents, including the limitation of storing a record associated 
with the electronic document in the storage system wherein the record contains 
information indicating the physical location of an original physical document 
corresponding to the electronic document [file location] (see column 7, lines 32- 
56 and Fig 8). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to include the location attribute disclosed by Johnson as one of the 
plurality of attributes disclosed by Freeman. One would have been motivated to 
do so in order to provide an efficient manner in which to manage physical 
documents in an electronic system. 

Referring to claim 25, the combination of Freeman and Johnson 
(hereafter Freeman/Johnson) discloses the method of claim 24, wherein said 
receiving includes receiving a first electronic document at a first point in time 
corresponding to a first date and a first time of day within the first date, wherein 
the unique time-based identifier of the first electronic document corresponds to 
the first date and the first time of day (Freeman: see [0034] and Fig 1 ). 

Referring to claim 27, Freeman/Johnson discloses the method of claim 
25, wherein the first time of day is specified by at least an hour value, a minutes 
value, and a seconds value [i.e., 10:24:59] (Freeman: see Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 28, Freeman/Johnson discloses the method of claim 
24, wherein said receiving includes: receiving imaged electronic documents 
[scan]; and/or receiving computer generated electronic documents (Freeman: 
see [0036]). 

Referring to claim 30, Freeman/Johnson discloses the method of claim 
28, wherein the computer generated electronic documents include electronic 
documents received from one or more of the following sources: word processing 
programs, graphics programs, e-mail [e-mail], facsimile transmissions (Freeman: 
see [0033]). 
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Referring to claim 33, Freeman/Johnson discloses the method of claim 
24, further comprising: accessing a first electronic document stored in the time- 
addressable storage system using a first unique time-based identifier, wherein 
the first unique time-based identifier corresponds to a first point in time when the 
first electronic document was received into the document management system 
(Freeman: see [0058]). 

Referring to claim 35, Freeman/Johnson discloses the method of claim 
24, further comprising: generating a record for each of at least a subset of the 
received electronic documents, wherein each record includes a plurality of 
attributes [metadata] for the corresponding electronic document (Freeman: see 
[0058] and Fig 2). 

Referring to claim 41, Freeman discloses a document management 
system, comprising: 

an input unit configured to receive a succession of electronic documents 
into a document management system, wherein each of the succession of 
electronic documents is received at a corresponding point in time [every 
document created is stored in a main stream] (see [0032] and [0033]); and 

a storage subsystem coupled to the input unit and configured to store the 
succession of electronic documents using corresponding to the unique time- 
based identifier for the electronic document (see [0049]); 

a computer system coupled to both the input unit and the storage 
subsystem, wherein the computer system is configured, for each of at least a 
subset of the received electronic documents, to generate a unique time-based 
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identifier [time identification] corresponding to the point in time at which the 
electronic document was received into the document management system, and 
to use the unique time-based identifier to store the electronic document in the 
addressable storage subsystem (see [0036]); and 

wherein the electronic document is retrievable from the storage system 
using its unique time-based identifier (see [0037] and [0058]). 

While Freeman discloses that a record contains a plurality of attributes 
[documents may have associated attributes] (see [0108]), Freeman fails to 
explicitly disclose the further limitation of storing a record associated with the 
electronic document in the storage system wherein the record contains 
information indicating the physical location of an original physical document 
corresponding to the electronic document. Johnson discloses the management 
of electronic documents, including the limitation of storing a record associated 
with the electronic document in the storage system wherein the record contains 
information indicating the physical location of an original physical document 
corresponding to the electronic document [file location] (see column 7, lines 32- 
56 and Fig 8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to include the location attribute disclosed by Johnson as one of the 
plurality of attributes disclosed by Freeman. One would have been motivated to 
do so in order to provide an efficient manner in which to manage physical 
documents in an electronic system. 
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Referring to claim 42, Freeman/Johnson discloses the system of claim 

41 , wherein the input unit is configured to receive a first electronic document at a 
first point in time corresponding to a first date and a first time of day within the 
first date, wherein the unique time-based identifier of the first electronic 
document corresponds to the first date and the first time of day (Freeman: see 
[0034] and Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 43, Freeman/Johnson discloses the system of claim 

42, wherein the first time of day is specified by at least an hour value, a minutes 
value, and a seconds value [i.e., 10:24:59] (Freeman: see Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 45, Freeman/Johnson discloses the system of claim 
42, wherein the first electronic document originated from an electronic document 
provided as input to the document management system (Freeman: see [0036]). 

Referring to claim 48, Freeman discloses a document management 
system, comprising: 

first means receiving a succession of electronic documents into a 
document management system, wherein each of the succession of electronic 
documents is received at a corresponding point in time [every document created 
is stored in a main stream] (see [0032] and [0033]); and 

second means for generating a unique time-based identifier [time 
identification] corresponding to the point in time at which the electronic document 
was received, wherein the second means is coupled to the first means (see 
[0036]); and 
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third means for storing each of at least a subset of the received electronic 
documents using the corresponding to the time-based identifier, wherein the third 
means is coupled to the second means (see [0049]) 

wherein the electronic document is retrievable from the storage system 
using its unique time-based identifier (see [0037] and [0058]). 

While Freeman discloses that a record contains a plurality of attributes 
[documents may have associated attributes] (see [0108]), Freeman fails to 
explicitly disclose the further limitation of storing, for at least a subset of received 
electronic documents, a record associated with that electronic document in the 
storage system wherein the record contains information indicating the physical 
location of an original physical document corresponding to the electronic 
document. Johnson discloses the management of electronic documents, 
including the limitation of storing, for at least a subset of received electronic 
documents, a record associated with that electronic document in the storage 
system wherein the record contains information indicating the physical location of 
an original physical document corresponding to the electronic document [file 
location] (see column 7, lines 32-56 and Fig 8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to include the location attribute disclosed by Johnson as one of the 
plurality of attributes disclosed by Freeman. One would have been motivated to 
do so in order to provide an efficient manner in which to manage physical 
documents in an electronic system. 
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Referring to claim 49, Freeman/Johnson discloses the document 
management system of claim 48, wherein a unique time-based address for a 
given one of a succession of electronic documents corresponds to a date and a 
time of day within that date that the given electronic document was received into 
the document management system (Freeman: see [0058]). 

Referring to claim 51, Freeman/Johnson discloses the document 
management system of claim 48, wherein the succession of electronic 
documents include one or more documents, each of which corresponds to an 
electronic document provided as input to the document management system 
(Freeman: see [0036]). 

Referring to claim 52, Freeman/Johnson discloses the document 
management system of claim 48, further comprising: fourth means for generating 
a record for each of at least a subset of the received electronic documents, 
wherein each record includes a plurality of attributes [metadata] for the 
corresponding electronic document (Freeman: see [0058] and Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 56, Freeman discloses a tangible computer readable 
memory medium storing program instructions that are computer executable, to: 

receive a succession of electronic documents into a document 
management system, wherein each of the succession of electronic documents is 
received at a corresponding point in time [every document created is stored in a 
main stream] (see [0032] and [0033]); and 

generate a unique time-based identifier [time identification] foe each of at 
least a subset of the received electronic documents, wherein each unique time- 
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based identifier corresponds to the point in time at which the corresponding 
electronic document was received (see [0036]); and 

store each of the least a subset of the electronic documents in a storage 
system at a storage system at a corresponding storage location corresponding to 
the unique time-based identifier for that electronic document (see [0049]) 

wherein the electronic document is retrievable from the storage system 
using its unique time-based identifier (see [0037] and [0058]). 

While Freeman discloses that a record contains a plurality of attributes 
[documents may have associated attributes] (see [0108]), Freeman fails to 
explicitly disclose the further limitation of store, for each of at least a subset of the 
received electronic documents, a record associated with the electronic document 
in the storage system wherein the record contains information indicating the 
physical location of an original physical document corresponding to the electronic 
document. Johnson discloses the management of electronic documents, 
including the limitation of store, for each of at least a subset of the received 
electronic documents, a record associated with the electronic document in the 
storage system wherein the record contains information indicating the physical 
location of an original physical document corresponding to the electronic 
document [file location] (see column 7, lines 32-56 and Fig 8). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to include the location attribute disclosed by Johnson as one of the 
plurality of attributes disclosed by Freeman. One would have been motivated to 
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do so in order to provide an efficient manner in which to manage physical 
documents in an electronic system. 

Referring to claim 57, Freeman/Johnson discloses the tangible computer 
readable memory medium of claim 56, wherein a unique time-based identifier for 
a first electronic document corresponds to a first-date and a first time of day at 
which the first electronic document was received into the document management 
system (Freeman: see [0058]). 

Referring to claim 59, Freeman/Johnson discloses the tangible computer 
readable memory medium of claim 57, wherein the first electronic document 
originated from an electronic document provided as input to the document 
management system (Freeman: see [0036]). 

Referring to claim 60, Freeman/Johnson discloses the tangible computer 
readable memory medium of claim 57, wherein the first time of day is specified 
by at least an hour value, a minutes value, and a seconds value [i.e., 10:24:59] 
(Freeman: see Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 61, Freeman/Johnson discloses the tangible computer 
readable memory medium of claim 57, wherein the program instructions are 
further executable to: generate a record for each of at least a subset of the 
received electronic documents, wherein each record includes a plurality of 
attributes for the corresponding electronic document (Freeman: see [0058] and 
Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 65, Freeman/Johnson discloses the method of claim 
24, wherein the received electronic documents include imaged electronic 
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documents, and wherein said retrieving the electronic document from the storage 
system includes presenting its unique time-based identifier to the storage system 
(Freeman: see [0058]). 

Referring to claim 66, Freeman/Johnson discloses the system of claim 
41 , wherein the succession of electronic documents includes imaged electronic 
documents, and wherein a given one of the succession of electronic documents 
is retrievable from the storage system by presenting its unique time-based 
identifier to the storage system (Freeman: see [0058]). 

Referring to claim 67, Freeman/Johnson discloses the document 
management system of claim 48, wherein the succession of electronic 
documents includes imaged electronic documents, and wherein a given stored 
document is retrievable from the third means by presenting its unique time-based 
identifier to the third means (Freeman: see [0058]). 

Referring to claim 68, Freeman/Johnson discloses the tangible computer 
readable medium of claim 56, wherein the succession of electronic documents 
includes imaged electronic documents, and wherein a given electronic document 
stored in the storage system is retrievable from the storage system by presenting 
its unique time-based identifier to the storage system (Freeman: see [0058]). 

Referring to claim 69, Freeman/Johnson discloses the method of claim 
24, wherein for each of at least a subset of the received electronic documents, 
the stored associated record for that document contains at least a first attribute 
indicating a physical type of the corresponding original physical document 
[document/file name; file location] and a second attribute indicating an input type 
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associated with a method of creation [creation source] for that electronic 
document (Johnson: see column 7, lines 31-56). 

Referring to claim 70, Freeman/Johnson discloses the document 
management system of claim 41 , wherein the computer system is further 
configured to, for each of the at least a subset of the received electronic 
documents, store in the record associated with that document a first attribute and 
a second attribute [tags]; wherein the first attribute indicates a physical type of 
the corresponding original physical document [document/file name; file location]; 
and wherein the second attribute indicates an input type associated with a 
method of creation [creation source] for that electronic document (Johnson: see 
column 7, lines 31-56). 

Referring to claim 71, Freeman/Johnson discloses the document 
management system of claim 48, wherein the fourth means include means for 
storing at least first and second attributes in the record associated with each of 
the at least a subset of the received electronic documents [tags]; wherein the first 
attribute indicates a physical type of the corresponding original physical 
document [document/file name; file location]; and wherein the second attribute 
indicates an input type associated with a method of creation [creation source] for 
that electronic document (Johnson: see column 7, lines 31-56). 

Referring to claim 72, Freeman/Johnson discloses the computer 
readable memory medium of claim 56, wherein the record associated with each 
of the at least a subset of the received electronic documents contains at least a 
first attribute and a second attribute; wherein the first attribute indicates a 
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physical type of the corresponding original physical document [document/file 
name; file location]; and wherein the second attribute indicates an input type 
associated with a method of creation [creation source] for that electronic 
document (Johnson: see column 7, lines 31-56). 

9. Claims 26, 29, 36, 37, 44, 50, 53, 58-60, 62 and 63 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US PGPub 2005/0125714 to 
Freeman et al in view of US Patent No 5,813,009 to Johnson et al as applied 
to claims 25, 28, 35, 42, 57 and 61 above, and further in view of US Patent 
No 6,192,165 to Irons (hereafter Irons). 

Referring to claim 26, Freeman/Johnson fails to explicitly disclose the 
further limitation wherein the first point in time corresponds to a time when the 
first electronic document was created by imaging a physical document. Irons 
discloses creating an electronic file system wherein the documents are identified 
by timestamps (see abstract), wherein the first point in time corresponds to a 
time when the first electronic document was created by imaging a physical 
document (see column 7, lines 10-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to receive the electronic documents of Freeman/Johnson by 
scanning physical documents as disclosed by Irons. One would have been 
motivated to do so in order to create an environment in which documents can be 
readily shared across a network (Irons: see column 1 , lines 24-52). 
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Referring to claim 29, Freeman/Johnson fails to explicitly disclose the 
further limitation wherein the imaged electronic documents include electronic 
documents that were created by imaging physical documents. Irons discloses 
creating an electronic file system wherein the documents are identified by 
timestamps (see abstract), wherein the imaged electronic documents include 
electronic documents that were created by imaging physical documents (see 
column 7, lines 10-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to receive the electronic documents of Freeman/Johnson by 
scanning physical documents as disclosed by Irons. One would have been 
motivated to do so in order to create an environment in which documents can be 
readily shared across a network (Irons: see column 1 , lines 24-52). 

Referring to claim 36, 53 and 62, Freeman/Johnson fails to disclose the 
further limitation of for each of at least a subset of the received electronic 
documents, updating one or more tables in a database to include references to 
the corresponding generated record. Irons discloses creating an electronic file 
system wherein the documents are identified by timestamps (see abstract), 
further comprising the further limitation of for each of at least a subset of the 
received electronic documents, updating one or more tables in a database to 
include references to the corresponding generated record (see column 17, lines 
7-32). 

It would have been obvious to track the files of Freeman/Johnson in the 
tables disclosed by Irons. One would have been motivated to do so in order to 
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create an environment in which documents can be readily shared across a 
network (Irons: see column 1, lines 24-52). 

Referring to claim 37, 54 and 63, the combination of Freeman/Johnson 
and Irons discloses the method of claim 36, wherein each of the tables is 
searchable using one or more attributes [metadata] (Irons: see column 17, lines 
7-32). 

Referring to claims 44, 50 and 58, Freeman/Johnson fails to explicitly 
disclose the further limitation wherein the first electronic document originated 
from a first physical document converted into the first electronic document. Irons 
discloses creating an electronic file system wherein the documents are identified 
by timestamps, wherein the first electronic document originated from a first 
physical document converted into the first electronic document (see column 7, 
lines 10-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to receive the electronic documents of Freeman by scanning 
physical documents as disclosed by Irons. One would have been motivated to 
do so in order to create an environment in which documents can be readily 
shared across a network (Irons: see column 1 , lines 24-52). 
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10. Claims 73 and 74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US PGPub 2005/0125714 to Freeman et al in view of US 
Patent No 6,181,837 to Cahill et al (hereafter Cahill). 

Referring to claim 73, Freeman discloses a document management 
system comprising: 

an input unit configured to receive a succession of electronic documents, 
wherein each of the succession of electronic documents is received at a 
corresponding point in time [every document is stored is stored in a main stream] 
(see [0032] and [0033]); 

a storage subsystem coupled to the input unit and configured to store the 
succession of electronic documents (see [0049]); 

a computer system coupled to both the input unit and the storage 
subsystem, wherein the computer system is configured, for each of at least a 
subset of the received electronic documents, to: 

generate a first unique identifier [time identification] that 

corresponds to the point in time at which the electronic document was 

received into the document management system (see [0036]); 

generate a second unique identifier that specifies an entity 

associated with the electronic document and a file number for the 

specified entity; and 

store the electronic document and its first and second unique 

identifiers in the storage subsystem; 
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wherein the first unique identifier for a given one of the succession 
of electronic documents is usable to access the given electronic document 
from the storage subsystem (see [0037]; [0058]; and Fig 1). 
While Freeman discloses using a time of creation and a Find box for 
search term to access a document, Freeman fails to explicitly disclose the further 
limitations of generate a second unique identifier that specifies an entity 
associated with the electronic document and a file number for the specified entity 
and wherein the second unique identifier for a given one of the succession of 
electronic documents are each usable to access the given electronic document 
from the storage subsystem. Cahill discloses creating electronic copies of 
checks (see abstract), including the further limitations of generate a second 
unique identifier that specifies an entity associated with the electronic document 
and a file number for the specified entity (see column 23, lines 55-65); store the 
electronic document and its first [processing time and date] and second unique 
identifiers in the storage subsystem (see column 3, lines 64-67; column 14, line 
66 - column 1 5, line 1 1 ; and column 23, lines 55-65); and wherein the second 
unique identifier for a given one of the succession of electronic documents is 
usable to access the given electronic document from the storage subsystem (see 
column 25, line 34 - column 27, line 7). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to utilize the concept of generating a second identifier and using 
that identifier to access the documents as disclosed by Cahill with the attributes 
and retrieval process of Freeman. One would have been motivated to do so 
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since Freeman discloses an interface screen which allows for a user to search by 
two identifiers and the structure of Cahill allows for the feature of Freeman to be 
realized. 

Referring to claim 74, the combination of Freeman and Cahill discloses 
the document management system of claim 73, wherein the first and second 
unique identifiers are stored in a relational database accessible by the computer 
system (Cahill: see column 3, lines 64-67). 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed in regards to the prior art rejections have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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